Your name

Your address

City, Postcode

12 September 2011

Mr. John Sanchez

Deputy Team Leader

(Earls Court and West Kensington Opportunity Area)

Development Management Service,

Hammersmith Town Hall Extension

King Street

London W6 9JU

Dear Mr. Sanchez,

Re: Planning Application Reference Number 2011/02000/FUL —Seagrave Road 

I wish to comment on this application with special reference to its potentially harmful impact on Brompton Cemetery, especially in the context of the Cemetery’s being Grade I Listed on the English Heritage Register of Historic Parks and Gardens, and a Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNIC) designated Borough Grade I within the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea. 

I object most strongly to the application on the following grounds:
· The proposed buildings are much too high, much too dense, and too close to the cemetery boundary. Their height and density should fail under the guidelines in the Draft London Plan,
· At their present height, the buildings on the eastern side of the site will destroy a fine vista in a heritage site of international importance, and overlook a much-valued public green space and nature conservation area.

· It is inappropriate and insensitive toward the recently bereaved to build so close to a place where burials are still being conducted.

· At their present height, these buildings will reduce sunshine and natural light in the cemetery by day, and increase noise and light pollution by night, to the detriment of nesting birds, bats and other wildlife.

· The height and design of the buildings run strongly counter to the joint Councils’ draft Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) guidelines and are grossly out of character with the surrounding area, particularly the proposed 16-storey glass-clad tower.

The range of buildings facing the Cemetery should be no more than four storeys high, and the tower block (Building B) no more than five. The number of residential units on the site should be reduced substantially. The development should be free of buildings within 200 yards/180 metres of the cemetery boundary, and there should be a substantial green space on the side of the site facing the cemetery.
Yours sincerely,
